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Greetings and Phi Alpha Brothers,
This past year has been
very successful for Sigma Alpha
Epsilon, both nationally and locally.
Here at USD, we won best Philanthropy and Community Service
Excellence, Campus Leadership
Excellence, and the coveted
overall Outstanding Chapter
Award. Nationally we were
awarded the National Achievement Award, which is only
given to the top chapters in the
nation. We are very proud of
these year’s achievements and
continue to strive for more in the
near future.
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Nationally we have
been very active this year. Our
Chapter was well represented at
both the National Leadership School
cruise which embarked out of San
Diego and the National Convention in
New Orleans. During these trips, the
brothers learned new ways of handling different aspects of our fraternity and other important things to
know about SAE.

Early this fall, our house
underwent major construction with
the installation of new ceiling tiles
and new lights in the dining room and
upstairs library. Our Risk Manager

and advice to specific offices and our
Chapter as a whole. He offered us
insight on how to become better
brothers both through academics and
outside the realm at USD as well as
inform us of the proper way to attack
a major project. He met with
most of the guys to answer
questions about their position
and gave insight on how to
motivate other members in the
house.

also is currently working with the
Fire Marshal to update our fire extinguishers and the current fire code
with every room.

As our House transitions
into the next semester, we are
always striving to improve.
Our chapter knows that leadership does not end when finals
are finished. South Dakota
Sigma always strives be the
best house on campus. In closing, our Chapter House is always open and we welcome any and
all visits from our Alumni brothers.
If you are in the area, we would love
for you to stop in for a visit.

During this fall semester,
we were very fortunate to have Mike
Mansfield visit and offer guidance

In The Bonds,
Andrew Weckman
Eminent Archon

Improvements and Repairs
With all of your generous
donations and of course help from our
House Corporation, the grand old ΣAE
house continues to receive improvements. New, elegant ceilings in the
West entryway, dining room, and
upstairs library headline the projects
we have implemented this year.
During the summer
months, we removed all of the old
mulch landscaping that had been
blowing around the outside of the

house and replaced it with new, rich
cedar chip mulch all around the
perimeter of the house.
As fall came, the parking
lot was nearly swallowing cars
whole when it rained! Fearing the
worst, we had a professional come
and pour some new gravel as well as
grate the entire area. Although I do
not think anyone planned for the
amount of rain we would get this

fall, the parking lot is weathering
the storm well.
On the inside, we did
install new ceilings, but not without
a little work. The men and some
Alumni worked to tear out all of the
old ceilings in a single day, while
the electrician and ceiling contractors worked to complete the entire
project before
Continued on page 2.
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Improvements and Repairs Continued

The True Gentleman:
The True Gentleman is the
man whose conduct
proceeds from good will
and an acute sense of
propriety, and whose self-

Continued from Page 1.
recruitment week. At the end of the day, the work we all put in paid off and the new ceilings and lights really brighten the
rooms.
On the inside, we did indeed get some new ceilings, but not without a little work. The men of the house worked
tirelessly to tear out all of the old ceilings in only one day, while the electrician and ceiling contractors worked hand in hand
to have nearly the entire project completed before recruitment week. At the end of the day, the work we all put in paid off and
the new ceilings and lights really brighten the rooms.
In the near future, we will also be investing in a few (hopefully quiet) automatic hand dryers for the bathrooms.
These new hand dryers we will save money as well as clean up the bathroom floors immensely.

control is equal to all
emergencies; who does not
make the poor man
conscious of his poverty,
the obscure man of his

Throughout the semester the gentlemen of ΣAE will continue improvements and maintenance of the chapter
house, and we will certainly keep you updated. Once again, much gratitude for all of your generous donations which make
these projects possible, and we look forward to showing you around anytime you are in the area,
In the Bonds,
Patrick Davis
House Manager

obscurity, or any man of
his inferiority or deformity;
who is himself humbled if

Philanthropy/Community Service:

necessity compels him to

A Beacon Of Hope.

humble another; who does
not flatter wealth, cringe
before power, or boast of
his own possessions or
achievements; who speaks
with frankness by always

Throughout this last semester, Sigma Alpha Epsilon has been working hard to improve the Vermillion
community and USD’s campus. Our Philanthropy Chairman is focusing extremely hard to plan events for our
brothers and has no sign of slowing down this upcoming semester. South Dakota Sigma has excelled throughout
the Greek Community in Philanthropy and Community Service Events, even winning the 2009 Greek Award for
Excellence in Philanthropy/Community Service out of the 8 other houses here at USD. So far this semester, our
total community service/philanthropy hours have totaled over 600!
Our Chapter does not pride itself for just campus community service, but we take a look at the bigger
picture of our community and try to better our neighborhood in ways better than it was before. This summer, six of
South Dakota’s finest embarked to Cedar Rapids, IA, to assist in the cleanup after the devastating flood that swept
through their town. Our brothers helped demolish old walls and floors, hauled out debris, and even constructed
fences for future homes. This event was a great brotherhood building event for both the new members and retuning
actives totaling 95 hours.

with sincerity and
sympathy; whose deed
follows his word; who
thinks of the rights and
feelings of others, rather
than his own; and who
appears well in any
company, a man with
whom honor is sacred and
virtue safe.
-John Walter Wayland

Every year, South Dakota Sigma assists with the Tootsie Roll Drive in Sioux Falls. The Knights of Columbus sponsor this event and our brothers take time out of one of their Saturdays to hand out Tootsie Rolls to the
customers of Wal-Mart and Hy-Vee. This year, our brothers topped over 63 hours in this project alone!
South Dakota Sigma has once again planned and initiated a successful Sioux Empire Fair Parking event in Sioux
Falls where roughly 92 hours were volunteered between 13 brothers. This event is held yearly during the fair, and
the brothers shuffle cars in and out of the parking lot in a quick and efficient manner.
Once a semester, South Dakota Sigma hosts Welcome Tables to the Vermillion community. Welcome Tables is an
event where our brothers completely cater a meal to the community by supplying the food, cooking, and serving a
nice home cooked meal. Our House holds the title for the longest returning group with an incredible 16 continuous
semesters!
As far as campus events are considered, South Dakota Sigma has outshined the other houses in more ways than one
when it comes to our Philanthropy and Community Service. Currently, we have Brother Justin Palmer as the Interfraternity Council Community Service Chairman who works with our Philanthropy Chairman to iron out all the
minor details when it comes to our community service on campus.
Continued on Page 6.
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1911 Fund Update
Dear Alumni
The fall semester has once again been an outstanding semester for the men of South Dakota
Sigma. We pledged 15 excellent young men and look forward to a majority activating this upcoming
spring. Over Thanksgiving break, they traveled to Chicago on the annual Walkout trip to see the Levere
Memorial Temple. We are excited to have a good group of young men, and we look forward to
them becoming active members of our chapter.
Our chapter once again lived up to its strong tradition of bring home awards from our
annual Province Tau Leadership School. This year Province Tau Leadership School was held at “We brought
South Dakota State University in Brookings, South Dakota. We brought home 2 awards, Out- home 2
standing Scholarship Programming Excellence and Outstanding Community Service/
Philanthropy Excellence. We are proud of our accomplishments and we will continue this out- awards,
standing performance in the spring semester.
Outstanding

Our 1911 funds have again contributed significantly to improving the house. Over the
past few years, thanks to your kind donations, we have been able to renovate our showers, install
new tiles in our dining room, paint our upstairs and dining room walls, lay new carpet in the upstairs, and buy new chairs for our dining room. These projects and others have contributed to
the continued improvement of our house. But like always, projects are always available. Our
next big project still involves our chapter room. We were hoping to complete the improvements
over the summer but inadequate funding has prevented this from happening. Over the years our
chapter room has stood up to some good beatings and we think it is time to renovate. The floor
has been worn down to a point that no amount of cleaning and scrubbing can repair. Because of
this we hope to buy new tiles, that once installed will make our chapter room floor look as nice
as our dining room. Completing this project would be of great benefit to our chapter.

Scholarship
Programming
Excellence
and
Outstanding
Community
Service/
Philanthropy

In order to achieve our goals and improve the chapter house, we ask each alumnus of
the South Dakota Sigma chapter of Sigma Alpha Epsilon to send a donation of $19.11 to the
Excellence.
current brothers at SDSI. We also ask that you update your contact information. Once an alumnus has donated over $100 to this fund he is known as a Century Club member. We honor these
individuals by placing a plaque, including the brother’s name and year graduated, on a brick in
Ma Raymond’s Hallway. The plaque fills one brick and consists of gold lettering on a black
background. We currently have 52 plaques on the wall and there are 69 open spaces. Once you donate
$500, your plaque will be changed to a red plaque and at $1,000, your plaque, will be changed to a gold
plaque. If $5,000 is reached, the plaque will be replaced with a large 8x10 plaque, which will be hung
above the fireplace in our formal living room. All of these amounts are cumulative. Again, thank you
for your generous donations in the past, and we look forward to hearing from you in the near future.
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to e-mail the Eminent Deputy Archon at
Jackson.Schwandt@usd.edu. Any feedback is appreciated, and I will do my best to answer any questions you may have. Phi Alpha for all of the generous support you have always provided!
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Pinching Pennies
“The Fraternity...grew
quietly and
silently from
a seed planted
in the hearts of
its eight founders long before they
dreamed what
the fruit of
that seed
would be. The
seed was
friendship.
From a college
companionship, in which
these eight
men shared,
there was a
gradual evolution which resulted in the
birth of the
fraternity.”

SIGMA

This semester, our house has undergone some major improvements that brought back some major personality to our dining room and library. Brothers Rex Crockett, Harold Bickner, and Steve Sikorski
volunteered their time and talent to install new ceiling tiles within the dining room and upstairs library.
This project also gave us new lighting and some other minor repairs with cracks and unstable boards. Our
Chapter worked together with the Housing Corporation to combine funds to oversee this project would be
completed.
As a house, in conjunction with our Housing Corporation, we strive to improve the appearance
and functionality of our house to recruit better guys and to continue to be excellent in trying times of Greek
Life on USD’s campus. This summer, the House Manager arranged for a newly grated parking lot that was
very much needed. Additionally, we placed new mulch around the house that greatly enhanced its outward
appearance.
Through the 1911 foundation, we recognize any donations that are made to this fund. If an alumnus donated any money to this foundation and found that his name was not put up in Ma Raymond’s Hallway, please contact either the Awards Chairman or myself so we can correct this error. We have both been
working hard to try and update our awards and plaques to honor those who have graciously donated funds
to our house and fraternity.
An idea that has been proposed is for different alumni classes sponsor a renovation project within
the house. One example would be for a class to sponsor a room within the house, in which we would be
able to replace the doors, windows, and other fixtures that have not been replaced since the 60’s.
As a house we great appreciate and welcome donations from our alumni, no matter the amount.
A small donation of $19.11 in honor of SD Sigma, when multiplied by many alumni, provides a significant
fund of our renovation projects.
As the Eminent Treasurer, I am welcome to any new ideas that any alumnus may think of for
fundraising or other house improvements. If you have any concerns or questions about our Chapter funds,
please contact me at Kevin.cwach@usd.edu or (605) 660-0544. Furthermore, if any alumnus wants to
reconnect with their pledge class or other brothers, please contact our Alumni Chairman Joe Muth at
Joe.Muth@usd.edu.
In the bonds,
Kevin Cwach
Eminent Treasurer

Insight From Our EDA
On November 6th and 7th, twelve members of our chapter embarked to our annual Province Tau Leadership School in Brookings, South Dakota. Our brothers had the opportunity to listen to guest speakers about leadership within and our of our fraternity and gathered ideas to bring
back to our chapter. These sessions ranged from Parliamentary Procedure to Virtues of our Ritual.
This year, our chapter also won the awards for Outstanding Scholarship Programming Excellence
and Outstanding Philanthropy/Community Service Excellence. Province Tau was a great event for
the actives and new members to lean about our fraternity bring back ideas to benefit our chapter.
In The Bonds,
Jackson Schwandt
Eminent Deputy Archon

Billy Levere
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Community Service Continued.
Continued from Page 2.
At the beginning of the semester, many of our brothers helped move in new freshman at both dorm complexes adding over 70 hours to our community service count. This was a great event to start thinking of RUSH week and picking the right guys to invite over to the house. We also helped
South Dakota Public Broadcasting with their phone-telethon to help raise money for their organization of choice. The brothers who volunteered
answered phones and recorded the amounts pledged by the tri-state area. SDPB let us hang our flag on the front table to show appreciation for all
the time that was volunteered. (42 hours total!)
At USD, there are over 130 organizations and SAE is proud to have members in most of them. This ranges from Student Ambassadors, Habitat for
Humanity, Dance Marathon plus many more organizations. Most of our members currently hold executive positions within the organizations as
well. Dance Marathon, for example, is led by 5 brothers out of the 8 executive positions. This event is geared toward Children’s Miracle Network
which is also SAE’s major Philanthropy focus. Last year, Dance Marathon had over 30 brothers help with the event and this year we expect more
to volunteer.
South Dakota Sigma furthermore helps out with other Greek Houses on campus with their philanthropy events as well. This year Pi Beta Phi
hosted their brand new Philanthropy event Angels in the End Zone and needed help with refereeing and other small jobs in order to have a successful event. Our Chapter is proud to say that we were the major help that Pi Phi needed for this event. Our house also had 10 members run the
CASA 5K for the Kappa Alpha Theta house.
To help build brotherhood between new members, our Philanthropy Chairman implemented our Annual Highway Cleanup outside of Vermillion
with a few actives who help guided our new pledges in the importance of community service. This event was a great way for the pledges to get to
know each other on a higher level. This was one of the first pledge philanthropy events that are planned for this semester and our Chairman has
more ideas to come for the future members of our beloved fraternity.
In conclusion, our Chapter house is known as the best for USD’s Campus and community for Philanthropy and Community Service. We have
much more planned to accomplish and are willing to try anything new. If you have any ideas or events that need help or leadership, please email
Mike.Weckman@usd.edu.
In the bonds,
Mike Weckman
Philanthropy/Community Service Chairman

A Year In Review
Our Sigma Alpha Epsilon Chapter has achieved so much in such a small amount of time. Last semester, our
local Sigma Alpha Epsilon Chapter stole the Greek Awards Banquet taking home over 3 individual awards and 3 trophies which was more than any other chapter on campus! We received plaques for Joe Cooch who was 2009 Greek
Man of the Year, Aaron Oestmann-Outstanding Fraternity New Member of the Year, and our Interfraternity Council
Philanthropy and Community Service Chairman Justin Palmer. That night we also were awarded the coveted Outstanding Chapter Award on Campus, as well as Campus Leadership Excellence and Philanthropy and Community
Service Excellence. Later in the evening, we were announced
as the 2009 Greek Week Champions.
South Dakota Sigma has come a long way in the
short amount of time. They have excelled in leadership, academics, and community service both on and off campus. Our
diverse group of brothers brings new ideas, cultures, and activities to the table and is always willing to lend a hand with
anything. As you can see, members of South Dakota Sigma
are destined for great things and will stop at nothing to accomplish the goals set in front of them.
In the bonds,
James W. Payer II
Eminent Correspondent/Awards Chairman
If you happen to know a brother who is not currently getting the Sigma Report, please have them contact Andrew J. Weckman
(Andrew.Weckman@usd.edu) or James W. Payer II (James.Payer@usd.edu) with their current contact information so we can add
them to our alumni list.

