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It is with great pleasure that I write to you
about the current state of our South Dakota
Sigma Chapter. For the past two and a
half years I have been developing through
the ranks of this organization, learning
as much about the tradition and values as
possible from my predecessors and passing
that on to the members that follow me. I
can confidently say that these values and
traditions that have been instilled in all
of us during our time at the University of
South Dakota are still holding strong at
856 Madison St. We know the first and
underlying reason we are here is to be a
student and pursue our degree, but just
like all of you, we have decided to better
ourselves and become a part of something
special. This is rare these days and I would
like to personally thank all alumni that
have contributed to making the current
active chapters time in this organization a
special experience.
Sorority and Fraternity Life is thriving
more than ever right now on the campus
of USD. The fall 2013 recruitment
numbers saw a dramatic increase in
incoming students participating in Greek
Life recruitment than fall of 2012 and

2011. This is a great sign for the progress
of SFL on campus and the future of South
Dakota Sigma along with it. Our chapter has
remained consistent with this growth and
currently has the third most members of the
eight fraternities with 62. Out of these 62
members, the majority of them have lived in
the house during the 2013-2014 school year.
In the fall we reached maximum capacity with
41 members and have 39 members living in
the house this semester. Sororities have been
so successful in the last couple years that they
are meeting this spring to discuss bringing in
another house and have now reserved housing
on campus specifically for sorority woman
next fall. We can all agree that the increase
in sorority women is beneficial to all of us
fraternity men!
South Dakota Sigma has been very successful
nationally this year. We once again had one
of the strongest showings of any chapter at
Province Tau Leadership School during the
fall semester, hosted at the University of
Minnesota. At Leadership School, we won the
following awards:
•
Top GPA Award
•
Most Improved GPA Award
•
Most Involved Chapter
•
Fred Martin Singing Contest
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We had five members form a quintet barber shop choir that won
the Fred Martin Singing Contest which was a very exciting
accomplishment! We are now looking forward to hosting
Province Tau Convention on Saturday, April 5th.
The tradition of leadership on campus continues to be a common
trend among active members. Our Eminent Deputy Archon,
Taylor Casey, is currently the President of Coyote Capital
Management, the largest organization in the Beacom School
of Business and Chris Jahr is the President of Strollers. Sean
Turgeon is the President of Political Economy Club and Alex
Peterson is the Founder and President of USD Club Lacrosse.
Turgeon and William Lewis were both members on the
Interfraternity Council last year and Ryan Palmer was recently
elected for the coming calendar year. At the end of last spring our
house was recognized for two major campus awards; William
Lewis for New Student Leader of the Year and Marc Bury for
the Dave Lorenz Leadership Award. We continue to have many
members involved on campus in the following organizations:
•
Coyote Capital Management
•
Strollers
•
Dakotathon (Formerly known as Dance Marathon)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Student Ambassadors
Sorority and Fraternity Life Ambassadors
Interfraternity Council
Newman Center
Political Science League
College Republicans
College Democrats
Political Economy Club
Club Baseball
Club Lacrosse
Intramural Sports

Finally, I would like to personally invite all alumni to attend or
speak at any of our weekly chapter meetings which are held on
Monday’s at 6:00 pm or to reach out through any kind of medium
of communication. Please feel free to contact me at any time
through email at Marcus.Mahlen@coyotes.usd.edu or cell at
(605) 228-9744. Once again, thank you for everything you have
done and continue to do.
In The Bonds,
Marcus Mahlen, Eminent Archon

The True Gentleman
The True Gentleman is the man whose conduct proceeds from good will and an acute sense
of propriety, and whose self-control is equal to all emergencies; who does not make the poor man
conscious of his poverty, the obscure man of his obscurity, or any man of his inferiority or deformity;
who is himself humbled if necessity compels him to humble another; who does not flatter wealth,
cringe before power, or boast of his own possessions or achievements; who speaks with frankness but
always with sincerity and sympathy; whose deed follows his word; who thinks of the rights and feelings
of others, rather than his own; and who appears well in any company, a man with whom honor is sacred
and virtue safe.
-John Walter Wayland

Scholarship Report
The men of Sigma Alpha Epsilon, as well as the rest of the fraternity men and sorority women on USD’s campus, continue to excel in
the academic world. Yet again, the Greeks outpaced their non-affiliated peers by an impressive .221 GPA. In the Greek community,
SAE proved to be a higher achieving chapter.
Over the past year SD Sigma has finished top three in grades, and placed first in grades the spring semester of 2013. The fall semester
was highlighted by achieving the most 4.0s, 11, of all fraternities. To help those who have more trouble academically, we have
implemented a study table system. Those who need extra assistance study at the house for two hours a week, during which time
they receive aid from brothers who have previously taken the same class. A very welcome side-effect of this is that brothers now are
spending even more time together and creating an even stronger bond.
Another advancement we are working on is bringing our test files into the 21st century. We have been digitalizing our test files by
scanning them into .pdfs. This prevents tests from being lost; the test bank is now easily navigable, and most important of all the use
of the test file is at its highest.
With brothers already performing well and measures being taken to help those who are not as academically gifted, the men of Sigma
Alpha Epsilon are striving for first place in grades yet again.
Nathan Wunder

“The Fraternity grew quietly and silently from
a seed planted in the hearts of its eight founders
long before they dreamed what the fruit of that
seed would be. The seed was friendship. From
a college companionship, in which these eight
men shared, there was a gradual evolution
which resulted in the birth of the fraternity.”
-Billy Levere

Pledge Education
Pledge education went well this year compared to the rest
of the fraternities on campus. Despite having a smaller
pledge class than previous years, SAE bid quality young
men to join our brotherhood. We signed 14 bids during
the fall semester and retained 12 of these new members.
During their new member education, they learned about
both our national and local history as a fraternity and
about the importance of the Minerva shield. They spent
a section of every meeting memorizing lines to the True
Gentlemen, what those lines truly mean, and in what
ways they can strive to be TG’s in college and throughout
the rest of their lives. Together, this information allowed
them to become knowledgeable and adept members of the
fraternity.
Unfortunately, this semester’s walkout trip had to be
postponed due to weather, and our new pledges were
unable to visit the Levere Memorial Temple. They,
however, are very excited for the trip coming next
semester when they, as well as a large portion of the
chapter, plan to spend the weekend in Chicago in order to
learn more about our national history.
South Dakota Sigma has put a lot of effort into revamping
our new member education program over the past few
years, and it has been a success as our pledges have
proved to us that they have a much deeper understanding
over our history as we could have imagined.
Phi Alpha,
Daniel Carl DeBoer, Pledge Educator

House Manager

This being my third semester serving SAE as House Manager, I have been able to implement several ideas over my year-and-a-half
term that have made our house a cleaner and safer living environment for our 39 in-house members. One of the biggest changes for the
House Manager position is how we run our “duty” system. Duties are small cleaning tasks in and around the house that are completed
by each member. Previously, “duties” were assigned only once a week, meaning the house only got cleaned once a week. Currently,
we have duties posted twice a week, with reciprocating duties every day. That means our house gets cleaned twice a week, and there
are some things, like taking out the trash and cleaning the bathroom, get done every day. The change has been significant, and as many
alumni saw over D-Days, the house is looking a lot better. We have created a different standard of living in the house, and hope that it
sets a good tone for our future members.
We have completed bigger projects such as painting the bathroom, painting the upstairs library, putting new mulch around the house,
replacing sand in the volley-ball pit, installing new speakers in the shower, replacing a toilet, and many more smaller projects. All
these improvements make our house a more desirable place to live, and we hope that that transpires through our recruitment and in our
day-to-day lives. The 1911 Fund was used for many of these projects and we thank-you for your generous donations!
In The Bonds,
Ryan Boyd, House Manager

Philanthropy Report

Philanthropy has long been an integral part of South Dakota
Sigma’s continued service to the Vermillion community and
students at the University of South Dakota. This success is
mainly attributed to the fact that philanthropy is not only a way to
give back to the community, but also a way for brothers to bond
together in unity.
This past fall we again participated in Highway Cleanup for the
5th year in a row. It was a very frigid day at the end of November,
but that did not stop the over 30 brothers from attending. We
are also very proud to say that this past fall marked the 23rd
consecutive semester we have partaken in Welcome Tables, an
event in which the men of South Dakota Sigma offer a meal to
the less fortunate by serving as waiters, hosts, cooks, and bus
boys for an evening. A new event that sparked a lot of interest
was Shavetober, a fundraiser for pediatric brain cancer in which
participants shaved their heads to raise awareness for this disease.
This fall we also participated in a community based haunted
house on Halloween.
The main focus of this spring semester is the growth of South
Dakota Sigma’s second annual Paddy Murphy Week. This week
consists of four days of philanthropy events to generate funds
for our national philanthropy, Children’s Miracle Network. The
events include; raising awareness of the story of Paddy Murphy’s
display of courage and true brotherhood, a barbeque feed, a
bowling tournament, and a talent show combined with South
Dakota Sigma’s first ever Paddy’s Girl event.
Another big event that happens every spring at USD is
Dakotathon (formerly Dance Marathon). We have always
exceeded standards for involvement in this event. Currently, we
have three members on the executive team and seven members
serving as morale captains. Nearly all other members participate
as dancers. This year Dakotathon will take place on April
5th, 2014. If you would like to donate to Dakotathon, please
visit helpmakemiracles.org and search for Dakotathon at the

University of South Dakota.
Though Paddy Murphy Week and Dakotathon receive a great
deal of attention, there are other events that will take place this
spring semester as well. In early February we participated in a
joint-effort with the Women of Alpha Phi called “Cardiac Arrest”.
During this event, well-known members of the university were
put in a jail (a very large dog kennel) with the idea that once
they raised enough money they would be set free. Together we
raised over $900 which was split evenly to benefit Woman’s
Cardiac Care and Children’s Miracle Network. Finally, we will
be participating in Welcome Tables once again near the end of
March, and in late April we will hold a Meat and Greet at Prentis
Park to grill hot dogs and burgers.
South Dakota Sigma is also very proud to have one of their
members as the Philanthropy Chairman for the Interfraternity
Council. Ryan Palmer has been in this position since the start
of the spring semester and works to promote volunteerism and
service learning among fraternities.
Philanthropy is definitely no small endeavor at South Dakota
Sigma. We take pride in what we do, and look to further our
relationship with the community for continued excellence.
Phi Alpha,
Steven Payne, Philanthropy

Treasurer’s Report
The past financial year for South Dakota Sigma has been that of distinct, increasing success. Following the fall semester of 2013, our
chapter was endowed with a reasonable surplus. These additional funds allowed us to reinforce and maintain our savings account,
which will only be utilized in emergencies and other dire times.
Managing costs is one of the largest challenges a treasurer can face during his term of office. One of the largest costs our house
encounters is the cost of our meals, which is catered to us by Jones’ Food Center. Last semester, we successfully negotiated the price
of our meals down $.25 each meal to $5.00 for lunch and $5.25 for dinner. These prices are less than the original prices offered to us
by Jones.
Another duty of the Eminent Treasurer is to be certain that enough revenue is being generated so that we may comfortably operate
throughout the entire year. With the house at full capacity last semester and this semester, our inflow of cash is at its highest potential.
With some costs decreasing and our revenue at a high level, we hope to generate another reasonable surplus after the spring semester
so that we may hopefully lower the costs for members to live in the chapter house. We hope to accomplish this in order to benefit our
current in-house members, improve our chapter’s financial state, and develop success for our future brothers to benefit from.
In The Bonds,
Seth Rombough, Eminent Treasurer

EDA’s Report

Salutations Brothers,
This semester we have created a new way of monitoring position
holders within the house. By implementing subcommittees led
by members of Upper Council, we have ensured that everyone
is performing their duties to the best of their ability and that they
have a direct chain of command to talk to should they require
assistance within their positions. As Eminent Deputy Archon, I
am in charge of the most fun, or rather most house centric, group.
The Personnel Chairs, Intramurals Chair, Eminent Chaplain,
and Scholarship Chair all fall under my supervision. Since the
latter already has an article in this report, I will focus on what the
previous three positions have been up to this semester.
Not much has changed when it comes to the Personnel Chairs,
they still reiterate every brothers’ glorious achievements and
horrendous pitfalls (although they seem to prefer bringing up
the latter) each week in their list. They are also in charge of
Brotherhood events and mini-vacations that the whole house can
enjoy. So far this semester we have journeyed to Sky Zone, which
is an indoor trampoline park in Sioux Falls. Jumping to great
heights and reliving our childhood seemed like a good idea at the
time, but we quickly realized that our diet of Ramen Noodles and
Mountain Dew does not contribute well to high-impact exercises.
Other than the fact that we were all burnt out ten minutes in, the
trip was fun and we even had the chance to meet Ted Muenster,
the namesake for the Muenster University Center located on our
campus. Alongside this, the Personnel Chairs are also planning on
having a camping trip towards the end of the semester.
The Intramural Chair is on top of his game this semester. We have
teams in multiple sports ranging from the typical activities like
basketball and soccer to the atypical ones such as racquetball and
volleyball. Our best and most dynamic team, however, belongs
to Team Edith. Edith proudly boasts a winless streak of 26 years
and it does not look like that record will be broken any time soon.

Their go to defensive maneuver, coined “Dead Fish Defense”,
involves members laying on the ground and flopping about like a
fish. At the opposite end of the spectrum, their specialty offensive
formation is the “Flying V”. In this grouping, the team forms the
shape of a V and hustles down the court passing the ball between
them until they reach the rival team’s hoop and attempt a shot.
At halftime, Edith recuperates by eating Twinkies and chugging
Coca-Cola. Fret not brothers, they share these bounties with the
opposing team and the referees as well.
Last, but certainly not least, is the Eminent Chaplain. For all
intents and purposes, the Chaplain is the moral beacon of the
house. He is the one who calms all of us at the start of meeting
with a prayer. He also leads a bible study often, which is a quite
relaxing and therapeutic form of meditation. There are not many
quiet moments in the house of Sigma Alpha Epsilon, so it is wise
to capitalize on them when the opportunity presents itself. This
semester has been great so far and house morale is at a peak.
Brothers are constantly watching movies or going out to dinner
together, and spontaneous road-trips are still a popular means of
escape. Years go by and the new faces constantly move into and
out of the house, but the collective heart, soul and personality of
Sigma Alpha Epsilon remain the same.
Phi Alpha,
Taylor Casey, Eminent Deputy Archon

South Dakota Sigma Vietnam War
Veterans Recognition Project
Our list of SD Sigma brothers, who served in Vietnam, has grown to twenty-nine. We are developing a service list for the chapter
archives and would appreciate any information regarding brothers that served (current location, notice of death, etc.). If you have
additional names, updated information or would be willing to share stories or background about your service, please e-mail Regan
Smith ’92 at regan1856@gmail.com

Vietnam War Veterans from
South Dakota Sigma
Name				Current Residence			

Military Unit/Position/Rank

Jay E. Baker ’56		
Mountain Home, AR			
US Air Force/F105 Pilot		
Tom Barnes ‘68 		
Rapid City, SD (Died 4/26/11)		
Artillery – Fire Direction Center
Kerry D. Bartlett ’62		
Helena, MT				
Special Forces, Engineering, Intelligence
Jim Bauman ‘63		
El Paso, TX
Gene Bolton ‘69		
Rapid City, SD 				
101st Airborne Div/Sergeant/Finance
Pat Carlon ‘69 		
Mitchell, SD				
Infantry Platoon Leader
Gary Carlson ’66		
Sioux Falls, SD				
101st Airborne Div/Helicopter Pilot
Dr. Edward “John” English ’64 Apple Valley, MN			
Navy
Jon Graves ‘69 		
Minneapolis, MN			
Infantry Platoon Leader
Todd Harlow ’68		
East Moline, IL				
1 LT / 4th Infantry Div 4th Medical Battalion
John Hirsch ’70			
Sioux Falls, SD				
Helicopter Pilot
Dr. Jay Hubner ‘64		
Yankton, SD
Ken Madden ’66		
West Des Moines, IA			
LT / Army Signal Corp
Robert W. Martin ’57
Custer, SD				
Ops Officer – 135 Aviation Co 232 Avn Bn 1st
									Avn Brigade XO/CO (Major) 1st Air Cav Div
Roger Mickelson ’58		
Albuquerque, NM			
MAGV Ground Munitions Officer
David Mitchell ‘67		
Overland Park, KS		
Helicopter Pilot / 281st AHC w/ 5th Special
Forces
Rick Norman ‘67		
Denver, CO				
Helicopter Pilot
Mike O’Connell ‘69		
Deadwood, SD (Died 2009)		
U.S. Marines
Carl Larson ‘70 		
Glendale, AZ 				
101 Airborne Div/Infantry Sergeant
Steve Larson ‘66		
Eden Prairie, MN			
1st Air Cav/Fixed Wing Spotter Pilot
Mike Michels ‘67		
Emery, SD (Died in Vietnam 1/26/69) Lieutenant/Tank Commander
Dr. Michael Pekas ‘64 		
Sioux Falls, SD				
Navy/Flight Surgeon & Pilot
Harry Rathje ‘62
Larry Regals ’69							Mechanized Infantry
James Robbenolt ’69
Sioux Falls, SD (Died 2/17/09)		
1st Air Cav / Helicopter Pilot
Jim Stafne ’62			
Cookeville, TN				
CO/151st & 543rd Trk Companies &
									USARV HQ Transportation Div
Jerry G. Swedlund ’64		
Winner, SD				
Army / Captain
Ed Van Bramer ’62		
Aurora, CO
Jay Zea ‘68		
Sioux Falls, SD				
Helicopter Pilot

Brother Hero: James Stafne
Captain Stafne was the CO of the 543rd when I arrived
in May, 1968. This photo was taken by an Army Times
photographer on a particulary grueling Tay Ninh convoy.
At the time of this photo he was with the 151st TC.
Jim had the dubious honor of firing TC Hill's first shot of
the 1968 Tet Offensive. Here's the story as he related it to
me: "I was at the main intersection with some 300 or more
trucks all loaded with Class V. When the ammo dump blew
up, I tried to get in touch with the MP's who were about
200 meters to my front in an armored car with twin 30's.
They wouldn't respond to my radio call and when I heard
that the bad guys had stolen a M-41 tank and they
were headed our way, I thought it might be a good
idea to warn them.
"I had my driver hand me a M-79 and 6 rounds and then
headed on a trot to warn the MP's. For some reason, I
couldn't get the breech open to load a round and then I
stumbled and accidentally launched a grenade.
"The round landed right in front of my own Company, the
151st. Then, all I heard were the distinct sounds of bolts
being drawn back on all of the M-60's that were located
in the guard bunkers and I suspected they were all being
directed at me. I then turned, ran back to the jeep, got on
the radio and proclaimed that the round was not in-bound
but out-bound. Hell, I could have yelled it since I was
almost directly in front of the 6th Trans Hq.
"My boss, LTC Clinton Jones drove up in a couple of
minutes and wanted to know who in the hell was that crazy
SOB that fired the M-79. Well, one must not hide the facts,
so I proclaimed that I had pulled the trigger! I did tell
him that I was completely unaware that it was loaded and
promptly showed him 12
rounds in two bandoleers. Number 13 had been loaded the
day before when one of the NCO's was in a fire fight, and
he forget to unload it and then turned it into the armorer
with a loaded round.
"My driver, the next morning, checked it out and never
discovered the extra round. Needless to say, I had some serious discussions with some folks following that incident, but it truly was
my fault as well since I had not checked it. I normally carried a .45 pistol and a .45 grease gun and my driver carried the M-79.

Captain James Stafne

CO of the 151st TC and 543rd TC

"When I left Vietnam, my fellow officers inscribed this picture To the Grenadier--the fellow who fired the first round at Long Binh the
morning of the Tet Offensive."

Reconnect & Share

The house corporation, alumni Advisory Board, and SDSI Chapter are searching for stories, memories, and other information to share
and feature within the next newsletter. These can include honors and awards, certifications, professional and personal accomplishments, upcoming events (weddings, funerals, social engagements, or just looking to reconnect with the fraternity brothers).
Mail us a letter
856 Madison St.
Vermillion, SD 57069

Follow us on Twitter
@SDSIGMA

Visit our webpage
http://usdsae.com

Send us an email
sae@coyotes.usd.edu

Give us a call
(605) 642-2858

Like us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/
usdsae

Correspondent’s Closing Words
Dear brothers,

We took great pride and pleasure in putting together this edition of the Sigma Report. It is our hope that we have shared with you the
works of the amazing brotherhood within our chapter. We truly believe that South Dakota Sigma is the top fraternity on campus here
at the University of South Dakota.
We would like to thank you for laying the groundwork and passing on the great traditions of our beloved chapter. Without our
traditions and ritual, we are nothing. We are constantly striving to live our creed of the True Gentleman each and every day, just as you
have taught us. Your support means the world to us.
Phi Alpha,
Shane Barrows, Eminent Correspondent

Founders Day Invitation

We are excited to announce this year’s Founders Day will be March 29 at
the Minnehaha Country in Sioux Falls. We cordially extend an invitation
for you to attend. The social hour will start at 6:00 PM and the dinner will
follow at 7:00 PM. This year’s keynote speaker will be Brother Reagan
Smith, who has been very active in the house throughout the years, and
plays a huge role in the development of the new chapter house. Please
RSVP as soon as possible! RSVP’s can be made via email to: Daniel.
DeBoer@coyotes.usd.edu or by phone at (605)-380-3298.

