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From The Desk Of The EA
SAE currently has 3 members on
the Dance Marathon Executive
team who are busy planning the
This past semester has been
state's biggest student run philanvery exciting and successful for
Sigma Alpha Epsilon. We just acti- thropy event. We also have 9
members who are Morale Capvated 21 of our 28 new members
on January 15th and are excited to tains. Last year Dance Marathon
raised over $56,000 which will go
get back to recruiting this spring.
Greek numbers have increased on towards Children's Miracle NetUSD's campus recently and we are work, which is SAE's national
philanthropy. We also have 4
currently maintaining the second
members on the Student Governlargest of the eight fraternities on
ment Senate.
campus. This semester is the first
This past November we atin recent memory where the
tended the Province Tau Leaderhouse has been at full capacity
ship school which was hosted at
with 40 members currently residthe University of Nebraska in
ing in the chapter house. We also
Lincoln. We had 35 members
just recently initiated 21 new
attend and were one of the largest
members from our Fall pledge
chapters represented. We attendclass on January 15th.
ed seminars on leadership topics
Our members continue to be
active leaders on campus as well as and shared best practices with
within the Vermillion Community. other chapters. This fall we placed
3rd on Campus in GPA
with a chapter average of
a 3.00.
South Dakota
Sigma continues to be one
of the premier fraterniGreetings and Phi Alpha Brothers,

ties at USD. We are always striving to improve and cherish the
values of our fraternity.
As always the chapter house is
always open and we welcome any
and all visits from our Alumni. I
would like to extend an invitation
to anyone interested in sitting in
or speaking at one of our chapter
meetings. We regularly hold
chapter meetings on Monday at
6:00pm, which is preceded by
dinner at 5pm for which you are
also welcome. We look forward
to seeing our Alumni throughout
the year at events such as Founders Day, Dakota Days, and
Strollers. This year we are paired
with Pi Beta Phi and the strollers
will be presented on Feb 22nd
and 23rd. We would love to see
you there cheering for us!
Please do not hesitate to contact with me with any questions
or comments that you may have.
I can be reached via email at
Marc.Bury@coyotes.usd.edu or
by phone at (605)-484-6853. I
look forward to hearing from
you.
In the Bonds,
Marc Bury, Eminent Archon

Founders Day March 16th
Included with this Sigma Report is your formal invitation to this years Founders Day. This spring
we are hosting Founders Day on March 16th at the Minnehaha Country club. Aaron McGowan, SD
Sigma Alumni and Minnehaha County States Attorney, will be this years keynote speaker. The time
to RSVP is now! RSVP's can be made either via email to Marcus.Mahlen@coyotes.usd.edu or by
phone at (605)-228-9744.
We look forward to seeing all of you there.
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The True Gentlemen:
The True Gentleman is
the man whose
conduct proceeds from
good will and an acute
sense of propriety, and
whose self-control is
equal to all
emergencies; who does
not make the poor man
conscious of his
poverty, the obscure
man of his obscurity, or
any man of his
inferiority or deformity;
who is himself humbled
if necessity compels
him to humble another;
who does not flatter
wealth, cringe before
power, or boast of his
own possessions or
achievements; who
speaks with frankness
but always with sincerity
and sympathy; whose
deed follows his word;
who thinks of the rights
and feelings of others,
rather than his own; and
who appears well in any
company, a man with
whom honor is sacred
and virtue safe.
- John Walter Wayland

Scholarship Report
Although we are all men of
Sigma Alpha Epsilon, we must
realize that academics come
first. With a chapter size consisting of seventy-seven men
we have placed 3rd out of the
eight fraternities with an active
chapter GPA of 3.00 and an
overall 2.98 GPA average.
While is good there is always
room for improvement. For
our Fall recruitment, we focused on recruiting members
who displayed the potential for
academic success while also
displaying the values of a True
Gentlemen.

Our twenty-eight new
members achieved an average GPA of 2.96. Of these
new members, eleven of
them made the Dean’s List
and five of them made perfect 4.0 GPA’s.
Within our forty active
members, fourteen of them
made the Dean’s List along
with having three members
achieve a 4.0 GPA. We have
implemented a mentoring or
study buddy system that allows new and current members to study with and learn
from members who in the

same major or are taking the
same classes.
Going into this Spring Semester we hoping to continue our
academic success and we striving
academically to become the top
chapter on campus. We have set
our goal for the Spring semester
to achieve an overall GPA of 3.2
and be in the top 3 among fraternities on campus. We believe that
by following the values of a True
Gentlemen we will continue to
see academic success within our
chapter.
Dawson Baker
Scholarship Chair

Pledge Education
Pledge Education
this past semester went
well, and we made it a goal
to focus on retention. This
semester we gave out 33
bid cards, 30 of them were
signed and we ended the
semester with 28 pledges.
Throughout Pledge Education, we
taught the
pledges what it
meant to be a
True Gentleman in college
and in the outside world. We
taught them
things like: our
national history, our local
history, what the True
Gentleman really means,
various types of etiquette,
and other qualities that a
True Gentlemen posses.
Within our pledge
class of 28, we had 21 of
them activate on January

15th. The pledges really
excelled academically this
semester and averaged a
pledge class GPA of 2.966.
Among them, 6 students
earned a 4.0 GPA and 5
students earned a 3.5-3.999
GPA. This pledge class

ranked fourth of the nine
Fraternities on campus in
terms of average GPA.
This semester we
had 33 members attend our
annual Walk Out trip to
the Levere Memorial Temple in Chicago. Our new

members participated in
many events including serenading the Sororities on
Campus, Pledge Auction,
and a basement renovation
project. Our new members
also participated in various
philanthropy events around
campus.
South
Dakota Sigma's
pledge education
program consisted of a comprehensive education over our
local and national
history, as well
information from
Minerva's Shield.
All new members were also
required to complete the
newly required Carson
Starkley online certification
program which is now nationally required.
Sam Parkison
Pledge Educator
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Philanthropy Report
Community Service and Philanthropy are among the ideals of a
True Gentlemen and at South Dakota Sigma, they are a major focus
within our chapter. During pledge
ship, we all learn the importance of
community service and the difference it makes within our community. When we participate in various
philanthropy events, we not only
foster relationships with the community of Vermillion and members
of campus, but we also get everyone together and make it a fun
event.
This fall we participated in Highway Cleanup and had 43 participants with over 90% of our pledge
class in attendance. Welcome Tables was at the end of October and
is an event where we help by feeding the less fortunate families in
Vermillion. Other events that we
participated in included entering a
float in the annual Vermillion City
parade of lights, and we also had
multiple members help at a community run haunted forest during
Halloween.
One of the main goals that I
tried to accomplish this semester
was to bring back the SAE-Beta
volleyball tournament. We joined
together with our sorority
stroller’s partner, Pi Beta Phi and
held the event the weekend before

D-Days. It was a very successful
event and over 60 members either
played in or helped run the event.
The tournament ended with over
120 participants and we raised over
$500 that we donated to our na-

tional philanthropy, Children's Miracle Network.
The South Dakota Sigma chapter is well known across campus
for its involvement and leadership
in the student run organization
Dance Marathon. Dance Marathon
is the largest student run philanthropy on the campus of USD. We
currently have 3 members on the
executive council and 9 members
that are morale captains. This exceptional leadership has helped
plan many DM fundraising events
such as pancake feeds and a bowl-

ing tournament. Dance Marathon will take place on
March, 23rd 2013. If you would like to donate to
the SAE efforts towards Dance Marathon please
donate at the following link --->
http://www.helpmakemiracles.org/participant/
USDSAE
This upcoming spring semester Dance
Marathon will continue to be one of our
main focuses concerning Philanthropy.
“ All of the
This spring we are also having a joint
event called "Cardiac Arrest" with the
money raised
sorority Alpha Phi. The event is in its
second year and all funds go towards
was donated
raising awareness for Woman’s Cardiac
Care. South Dakota Sigma prides itself on to our national
the amount of philanthropy and community service that we participate in
philanthropy,
throughout the school year, and the relationships that we form within the VermilChildren’s
lion community.

Miracle

Phi Alpha,
Marcus Mahlen

Network”

House Manager Update
This fall we used 1911 funds to
renovate our guest bathroom on
the main floor. This renovation
included new tile flooring, new
trim, a new paint job and new cabinetry. We also repainted the entire
upstairs hallway and added a fresh
coat of a paint to the chapter
room.
As House Manager for
the Spring I have some very exciting ideas to help keep the house

and grounds as clean as possible with the house being
at capacity.
Renovations
that we have
planned
going into
the Spring
semester
include installing new
lighting in
the upstairs

hallways, a new garbage disposal for the
kitchen, and a deep carpet cleaning for
the entire house. These projects are
only possible with Alumni support
through our house improvement account, the 1911 fund.
Donations are always appreciated
and they really do make a big difference
around the house.
In the bonds,
Ryan Boyd
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TREASURERS REPORT
The past year for Sigma Alpha Epsilon
has been financially straining but sill successful. With costs rising on nearly everything, our current active brothers have
seen and felt the increases in dues. With
National dues and insurance premiums
almost doubling along with rising housing
prices, the costs of membership have increased for everybody. Even though costs
are on the rise, our recruitment and
membership rates have also been increasing.
The costs are living in the Sigma Alpha
Epsilon chapter house are still lower than
the university offered housing options. By
keeping the same increased recruitment

budget as last year we have been able to
secure a great future for our house for
years to come. The house’s finances are
still managed on Quicken financial software to keep all of our expenses and
income up to date and accurate. This
software continues to enable easy transitioning from treasurer to treasurer
and has proven invaluable in the past
few months.
Despite rising costs we have been
able to use our excess funds to renovate our guest bathroom on the main
floor. Projects like this are only made
possible through our alumni donations.
Now, more than ever, we ask for your

continued support of our local chapter.
With a few hints of a possible new chapter
house on the way, funds will always be needed. For this
future semester we
plan to strive
for continued
financial success while
maintaining
successful
recruitment.
In the bonds,
Taylor Casey

Recruitment Update
This last semester we chose to
put a lot more emphasis on grades
into our recruitment strategy. For
the first time we started an application process which included a voluntary form to help us better gauge
the character and quality of potential new members. The application
asked basic questions about high
school and community involvement
as well as high school GPA. This
allowed us to better sift through
potential new members and find
the ones with the qualities that are
so vital in becoming a True Gentlemen.

Our fall recruitment
week was a huge success and all of
our events attracted large crowds.
One of our most successful events
is as simple as playing volleyball and
grilling at the house while we interact with potential new members.
This year we also had some live
music from some of our members.
Our main event during rush week
included a large inflatable paintball
arena that we set up across from
North Complex. This event drew
enormous crowds and was seen by
nearly everyone on campus.

This fall we gave out 33 bids and out
of these we were able to sign 30 new
members. Out of these 30, 28 successfully completed pledgeship. We had the
largest pledge class on campus and we
posted the highest retention rates on
campus.
If you know of any students interested in Greek Life or who will be
attending USD this Spring or next Fall
please email our Rush Chairmen
Jeff.Nelson@coyotes.usd.edu or reach
him by phone at (605) - 490 - 1390.

“We had the

In the bonds,
Sam Haglund

on campus”

largest pledge
class on
campus and
posted the
highest
retention rates
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South Dakota Sigma Recognizes Vietnam War Veterans
Alumni Carl Larson ‘70, Glendale, AZ, recently noted there are number of South Dakota Sigma SAE’s, who served in the Vietnam War, that we should acknowledge for their service and sacrifice.
Eight members of Larson’s pledge class served in Vietnam. Carl recalls that Sig Alph Brothers Tom Barnes, Gene Bolton and
himself were all assigned to the 101 Airborne Division at the same time. Larson shared the following: “Bolton was the common factor. We could get to the rear from time to time and visiting Bolton was always on the top of our list of things to do.
He had a hooch with a small refrigerator with cold beer.”
We are developing a list for the archives and would appreciate any information regarding Brothers that served (current location, notice of death, etc.). If you have additional names, updated information or would be willing to share stories or background about your service please email Regan Smith ’92 at regan1856@gmail.com .

Vietnam War Veterans from South Dakota Sigma
Name

Current Residence

Military Unit/Position/Rank

Tom Barnes ‘68

Rapid City, SD (Died 4/26/11)

Artillery – Fire Direction Center

Jim Bauman ‘63

El Paso, TX

Gene Bolton ‘69

Rapid City, SD

101st Airborne Div/Sergeant/Finance

Pat Carlon ‘69

Mitchell, SD

Infantry Platoon Leader

Jon Graves ‘69

Minneapolis, MN

Infantry Platoon Leader

David Mitchell

Kansas City, MO

Rick Norman

Denver, CO

Helicopter Pilot

Mike O’Connell ‘69

Deadwood, SD (Died 2009)

U.S. Marines

Carl Larson ‘70

Glendale, AZ

101 Airborne Div/Infantry Sergeant

Steve Larson ‘66

Eden Prairie, MN

1st Air Cav/Fixed Wing Spotter Pilot

Mike Michels ‘67

Emery, SD (Died in Vietnam 1/26/69)

Lieutenant/Tank Commander

Dr. Michael Pekas ‘64

Sioux Falls, SD

Larry Regals ’69

Mechanized Infantry - Wounded

James Robbenolt ’69

Sioux Falls, SD (Died 2/17/09)

1st Air Cav/Helicopter Pilot

Jay Zea ‘68

Sioux Falls, SD

Helicopter Pilot
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Brother Hero: Michael Michels ‘67
Michael Ronald Michels was born on September 10, 1945 in Mitchell, South
Dakota to Ronald Anthony and Marnie Mary (Brown) Michels. He had two brothers,
Paul and Stephan, and one sister, Mary Jo. Michael grew up in Emery, South Dakota,
where he attended St. Martin’s Grade School. He graduated in 1963 from Emery High
School. Michael excelled in football, scoring 27 touchdowns in 8 games during his senior year. He was also in track and basketball. During both his junior and senior year of
high school he was the state “B” champion in the 100 and the 220-yard dash. While
attending the University of South Dakota, Michael was a member of the Reserve Officers Training Corp, Sigma Alpha Epsilon, and was president of the Scabbard and
Blade. He graduated from USD with a Business Administration Degree in 1967.
Michael Michels entered the Army on October 7, 1967, at Fort Knox, Kentucky, where he completed basic training and an armor-training course. Lt. Michels
completed his officer’s training course at Fort Hood, Texas. On February 24, 1968, he
was united in marriage to his high school sweetheart, Beverly Jane Decker, at Fort
Hood, Texas. Lt. Michels arrived in Vietnam on October 10, 1968, attached to Company C, 2nd Battalion, 35th Armor, 25th Infantry Division.
On January 26, 1969 Army 1 Lt. Michael Ronald Michels was killed in Vietnam from friendly fire when a commander of a
tank behind him accidentally discharged its weapon. Lt. Michels was buried with full military honors in St. Martin’s Cemetery in Emery, South Dakota. His daughter, Michelle, was born after his death.
The name of 1 Lt. Michael Ronald Michels can be found on Panel 34W, Line 086 of the Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial Wall
in Washington, D.C. 1 Lt Michels’ brother, Paul, said he can recall vividly waking up in the middle of the night on the evening his
brother died. Paul was very close to his brother and has a tremendous respect for what he did.

Author: Derek Keller, 8th grade, Stanley County Middle School, Fort Pierre, SD, March 21, 2006.
South Dakota Vietnam War Memorial Project.

Reconnect and Share

The House Corporation, Alumni Advisory Board, and SDSI Chapter are searching for stories, memories, and other
information to share and feature within the next newsletter. These can include honors and awards, certifications,
professional and personal accomplishments, upcoming events (weddings, funerals, social engagements, or just looking to reconnect with the fraternity brothers).
Mail us a letter
856 Madison St.
Vermillion, SD 57069
Send us an email
sae@coyotes.usd.edu

Follow us on
Twitter
@SDSIGMA
Find us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/usdsae

Visit our webpage
http://usdsae.com

Give us a call
(605) 624-2858
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1911 FUND UPDATE
Dear Alumni,
This past Fall as been a
remarkable semester for the South
Dakota Sigma. We have grown as
brothers and as gentlemen and
together are creating a legacy that
we look forward to seeing grow.
This fall Rush we had 28 pledges,
with 21 activating this semester,
which was miles ahead of any other
fraternity on campus. Along with
surpassing our recruitment goals,
we continued to hold our title as
one of the most philanthropic
houses on this campus with numerous events such as welcome tables,
our volleyball tournament, highway
clean up, and many others.
This last semester we
also took many of our pledges and
actives to Chicago to see the
Levere Memorial Temple and learn
more of our Fraternity’s history.
During the Province Tau Leadership in Lincoln Nebraska, South
Dakota Sigma brought home the
Scholarship award. We have been
very busy this last semester but all
of our hard work has definitely paid
off and we look forward to a outstanding Spring Semester.
The 1911 Fund supports
and runs a majority of our house
improvements throughout the year

and is crucial to its maintenance.
Lately we have painted the upstairs
hallway as well as the chapter
room. Our big project was to modernize our guest bathroom, and
through many hours spent the
guest bathroom has an all new
cabinets, flooring, a new sink, toilet,
and new lighting as well. With
these funds we are able to make
huge improvements within this
house, allowing for a comfortable
living environment as well as a
great recruitment tool. Our next
goals for house improvement are
fixing the piping in the wash room
as well as updating our current
washer and dryer setup.
In order to accomplish
these goals and continue to maintain our home we ask the alumnus
of South Dakota Sigma to send a
donation of $19.11 to the residing
brothers of SD Sigma. We are also
asking that you update your contact information so the necessary
updates can be received. Once an
alumni has donated over $100 to
the 1911 Fund, he will be entered
into the Century Club. The Century club has 3 levels, the $100, $500,
$1000, and $5000 levels. Once an
Alumni reaches the $100 level he
will be have his name on black

plaque with your name and graduation
year in gold lettering and it will be
placed on a brick in Ma Raymond’s
Hallway. Once an alumni has donated
over $500, your plaque will change to a
red background and once at $1,000
your plaque will have a gold background, all of which are organized by
accordingly on the wall. If $5,000 is
reached, the plaque will be replaced
with a large 8x10 plague hung above
the fireplace in our formal living room.
All donations are accumulative allowing
any alumni to reach these amounts.
Thank you again for your past donations and continual support of your
brothers at South Dakota Sigma, we
couldn’t so this without you.
If you have any questions concerning the 1911 Fund or any other questions, please feel free to e-mail me at
AJ.Michels@coyotes.usd.edu. Any and
all feedback would be greatly appreciated. Thank you again for your continued
support and we look forward to seeing
you all soon!
In the bonds,
AJ Michels
Eminent Deputy Archon

Correspondents Closing Words
As Eminent Correspondent of the South Dakota Sigma
Chapter, it is with great honor that
I further announce the beautiful
results of true brotherhood. Sigma
Alpha Epsilon at USD is raising the
standard for fraternity, values, and
success.
With the largest initiated
freshmen class in years, the future
of our beloved chapter is both
bright and in good hands. The bond
of our fraternity is ever growing.
With involvement in all organizations across the University, stu-

dents and faculty are realizing the
unique values of SAE. Active involvement, distinguished academic
standards, and loyal brotherhood
are vividly apparent to those observing the men of our fraternity.
These truths summarize the success of South Dakota Sigma.
Though we are fortunate
enough to benefit from this wonderful brotherhood, we recognize
our alumni’s history and support in
making it all possible. We thank
you for your traditions and loyalty
to your brothers of younger gener-

ations. Your chapter is in good hands.
We encourage you to keep in
contact with the chapter as we always
love seeing alumni around the house or
hearing from them on Facebook or by
email. You can visit our Facebook page
at www.facebook.com/usdsae. I would
also encourage you to visit our new
website at www.usdsae.com.
Phi Alpha,
Sean C. Turgeon
Eminent Correspondent

“1911 Fund
update, your
support is
always
appreciated”
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